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ee | RECIPE FOR A HAPPY YEAR 


Into each day put twelve parts of faith, eleven of patience, ten of courage, 








nine of work (some people omit this ingredient and spoil the flavor of the 
ie — rest), eight parts of hope, seven of fidelity, six of liberality, five of kindness, 
four of rest (leaving this out is like leaving the oil out of the salad — don’t 
do it), three parts of prayer, two of meditation, and one well-selected resolution. 
Then put in about a teaspoonful of good spirits, a dash of fun, a jigger of 
laughter, a sprinkling of play, and a heaping cupful of good humor. Cook 
thoroughly in a fervent heat, garnish with a few smiles and a sprig of joy, then 
ae es : | serve with quietness, unselfishness and cheerfulness, in the Love of Jesus Christ, 
Sout - : and a Happy Year is a certainty! 


ante oe —Author Unknown. 


_— 9 q uozutyseM 
UOTSTATG SUCTSSS00y JeTYD 
1960 oxy ssoerZu0g jo AJeIqry 











Among other New Year’s resolu- 
tions, how about one to be better in- 
formed about your Church in 1961? 
Participation in Centennial activities 
should give Presbyterians additional 
opportunities to get (and use) infor- 
mation on their Church. The Journal 
expects to do more than usual during 
the coming year to keep you posted, 
too. One source of denominational 
information that few laymen seem to 
know about is the annual volume con- 
taining the General Assembly’s min- 
utes. Most ministers keep the current 
edition within arm’s reach. Some sec- 
tions of the book (532 pages for 
1960) are no more interesting than 
your local telephone directory, of 
course. However, churchmen who 
take a look for the first time are 
usually amazed at the wealth of ma- 
terial reported in the “minutes” in 
addition to the actual proceedings of 
the last assembly. Take a few min- 
utes, at least, to familiarize yourself 
with this valuable reference volume. 





While on the subject of reading, 
and such, we’re wondering if you saw 
the feature article carried in many 
newspapers in which it was reported 
that Lenin’s writings are now outsell- 
ing the Bible. The point of the whole 
thing was not to minimize the position 
of the Bible, but, rather, to show how 
Russia and China are using the print- 
ed page to spread their “gospel.” Their 
chief target: the literature-hungry 
peoples of the emerging nations. Eager 
to take advantage of their newly-ac- 
quired ability to read, many of these 
people will read anything that comes 
their way. And, according to the writ- 
er of the article, they’re finding it 
mighty easy to get their hands on Red 
propaganda. 





A ruling elder asks: “When did Pres- 
byterians accept the doctrine that the 
end justifies the means?” That was 
after he heard that his Synod’s dele- 
gation to the Dallas youth quadrennial 
(which we’ll cover) would leave home 
Christmas Day (a Sunday) and return 
late the next Sunday. 

—A. H. M. 
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BRAZIL — It happened in Patro- 
cinio. We were in the missionary plane, 
coming in for a landing. The usual 
procedure is to buzz the town first 
to announce our arrival and bring 
transportation out to the field. How- 
ever, this time the field was already 
teeming with people. We went 
straight in, cutting the motor quickly 
to avoid hitting enthusiastic onrushers. 


All eyes turned toward me, sitting 
in the right front seat, the position of 
honor. The crowd pressed closer 
around the plane. “He is the minister” 
they mumbled to each other pointing 
at me. I confessed that I was as we 
tried to figure out how they knew 
me and why all the fuss. 


With more than three thousand peo- 
ple around we worried about damage 
to the plane’s structure. They pushed 
so hard we couldn’t even open the 
doors. The band struck up and a 
procession of local dignitaries forced 
their way through the crowd. We 
didn’t know what it was all about, 
but banners in the background spelled 
out “Welcome to our town!” and we 
certainly were being welcomed. 


The crowd parted as the dignitaries 
neared the plane and we got out to 
meet them. The leader spoke up: 
“Welcome to our town, your excel- 
lency. For two days we have been 
awaiting your arrival!” 


“Are you sure? We are ministers 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” Sud- 
den embarrassment ensued. “Ah... 
excuse us .. . we’re awaiting the ar- 
rival of the Minister of Commerce 
from Rio to dedicate our new water 
system !’’ 


Still unknowing, the band played 
on as we were escorted to a waiting 
car. We made it on time, too, for 
Sunday School. 

—Rev. Pierre W. DuBose 


Talk Of ‘Oversight, Unity’ Dominate NCC 


THE EDITOR 


SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. — The Fifth General Assembly of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. met in San Francisco, Dec. 4-9. 
Official theme of the Assembly was “Jesus Christ, Lord of all life,’”’ which 
emerged in addresses and discussions as a major concern for “comprehensive 
long-range planning” for greater unity among the Churches. It received reports 
saturated with references to “constantly enlarging areas of agreement” and to 


“increasingly effective denomination oversight.” 


It listened to a bevy of 


speakers blaming the present ineffectiveness of the Church in a revolutionary 
world on a “divided witness,” an “inadequate wholeness” and the “scandal of 


our divided churches.” 


It heard innumerable calls to “widen the base of ecumenical discussion,” to 





“The Box,” by Bruce Conner 


Exhibited at the General Assembly 
of the NCC was a collection of art 
sponsored by Church World Service, 
under the theme, “Daily Bread.”’ First 
prize was awarded to the object pic- 
tured above. 


According to a NCC release, “The 
Box” is a “direct and truthful state- 
ment of the human situation as it is. 
There is no intent to hide the facts, 
nor wish them away with sentiment, 
nor any attempt to suggest how the 
tragedy of our sick society can be 


healed.” 


(There is something about this art 
“form,” its message and its sponsors 
that are very much in keeping, we 
think.—Ed.) 
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“go beyond ‘togetherness’ ”’ in our re- 
lationships, to “reject denominational, 
racial, national or any other kind of 
division,” to “shed the blood of our 
denominational separateness.” 


The Division of Foreign Missions 
suggested that “we must become one” 
in response to the rising desire for 
unity among the Churches. The Di- 
vision of Christian Education an- 
nounced plans to overhaul its cur- 
riculum planning in the light of emerg- 
ing new concepts as to the Mission 
of the Church. The Division of Home 
Missions indicated that its chief em- 
phasis would now become one of re- 
organization in order to bring a new 
unity to program planning and execu- 
tion. The Division of Christian Life 
and Work implied that the solution of 
the problems of our day depends on 
our willingness to submit to bold and 
venturesome steps in the united com- 
munication and implementation of the 
Gospel. 


Uppermost in everyone’s mind was 
a pre-Assembly proposal, delivered in 
a sermon by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
Stated Clerk of the UPUSA Church, 
that his Church join with the Epis- 
copalians, the Methodists and the 
United Church of Christ in working 
out a plan of organic union patterned 
after the United Church of South In- 
dia. The proposal which was offered 
by Dr. Blake was warmly endorsed by 
Bishop James E. Pike of the Episcopal 
Church, Bishop John Wesley Lord of 
the Methodist Church and Co-Presi- 
dents Drs. Fred Hoskins and James E. 
Wagner of the United Church of 





Christ. 


It was received with varying 
degrees of enthusiasm by other of- 
ficials of these Churches present for 
the Assembly. 


‘COOPERATION NOT ENOUGH’ 


An indication of the temper of the 
Assembly was afforded by the interest 
shown in the Faith and Order luncheon 
held on Wednesday. The Commission 
on Faith and Order was created by 
the NCC three years ago explicitly to 
deal with theological and practical dif- 
ferences existing between the denomi- 
nations and to promote church union. 
Five hundred tickets to the luncheon 
were sold out well in advance of the 
Assembly. Guests heard Bishop Lesslie 
Newbigin of the Church of South In- 
dia and Dr. William A. Norgren, NCC 
Director of Faith and Order studies, 
repeat the substance of remarks made 
earlier by Faith and Order Chairman 
Dr. James I. McCord, President of 
Princeton Seminary, to a plenary ses- 
sion of the Assembly: “Cooperation is 
not enough .. . it is a luxury now that 
we can no longer afford... We must 
take a radical step forward in our 
quest for visible, corporate unity.” 


In his remarks, Bishop Newbigin in- 
jected a healthy leaven into the discus- 
sion as he warned that Faith and Or- 
der must focus on the truth that is in 
Christ Jesus rather than upon organ- 
izational or administrative matters. 
Said Bishop Newbigin: “Our central 
concern in the ecumenical movement 
must always be the truth: the recovery 
of integrity in faith and life in the 
body of the Church. Our concern 
must not be in creating more impres- 
sive institutions. We could have an 
administrative unity and still lose con- 
tact with the things that really mat- 
ter.” 


The theme of unity first ap- 
peared in the opening address by 
retiring President Edwin T. Dahlberg, 
who declared, “An effective Gospel for 
the whole world needs a_ united 
Church.” (Dr. Dahlberg got a big 
laugh when he referred to the “un- 
clean fallout of the Air Force manual 
upon the Churches.”’) 


The theme was echoed by General 
Secretary Dr. Roy G. Ross who sug- 
gested in his decade report that the 
Churches want the Council to give 
them leadership in “depth thinking”; 
to define and enunciate their common 
theological convictions and provide 
leadership in implementing these. It 
was elaborated upon in a policy-mak- 
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Dr. Grant Elected 


Among the ten vice-presidents at 
large elected by the NCC General 
Assembly was Dr. Edward D. Grant, 
now of the Grant Chemical Co., 
Baton Rouge, La. Dr. Grant was 
for many years executive secretary 
of the Board of Education, Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. 











ing address by Dr. A. Dale Fiers, 
Chairman of the NCC General Pro- 
gram and Field Operations Committee 
who said, “The Churches must be will- 
ing to lose their lives for the Church.” 
And it occupied nearly two-thirds of 
the official “Message to the Churches” 
which was adopted as the mind of the 
Assembly. 


As a practical way to begin imple- 
menting the desired unity at the local 
level, Bishop James A. Pike of Cal- 
ifornia suggested that denominations 
begin establishing new local churches 
on a cooperative basis now, in a sort 
of “federated” operation within local 
congregations. According to the Pike 
proposal, a single congregation might 
well be fully a part of several denomi- 
nations. In Dr. Pike’s thinking, this 
could include multiple ordinations, if 
necessary. “I envision a single con- 
gregation with multi - denominational 
connections as a practical step prelimi- 
nary to church union,” he declared to 
a news conference. 


CONTROL BY THE COUNCIL 


Paralleling the theme of increasing 
unity was the theme of increasing 
Council influence and direction in the 
life of the Churches. It was made 








"WHAT DENOMINATION 7 WELL, MOTHER 

GOES TO THE CENTRAL CHURCH AND 

FATHER TO THE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
.. AS FOR ME, IM RADIO ” 











abundantly clear that the time has 
passed when the Council should be 
viewed as an organ of expression of the 
separate (or even cooperative) will of 
the Churches. The time has come— 
it was repeatedly insisted — when the 
Council must increasingly provide the 
leadership which the Churches will fol- 
low; when comprehensive long-range 
planning will be done on behalf of 
the Churches in areas of curriculum 
development and programming. 


Speaking to consultants and alter- 
nate delegates, Dr. H. Conrad Hoyer 
of the NCC staff noted that the Coun- 
cil is now being viewed less as an 
agency accomplishing work for the 
denominations and more as an agency 
coordinating and directing the work 
of the denominations. 


In the field of Christian education 
papers prepared by NCC consultants 
are even now being used by numerous 
denominational bodies as material up- 
on which these denominations are 
building their own curricula, accord- 
ing to reports submitted by the Divi- 
sion of Education. (Note: this is 
where some of the wierd ideas and 
expressions are coming from that have 
been popping up to mystify readers 
of some of our own literature). 


TO ‘UNIFY INTERESTS’ 


The department of higher education 
announced itself as charged with the 
responsibility to unify the interests 
and the programs of all who are in- 
terested in Christian higher education. 
And the larger Division of Education 
announced plans to formulate new pat- 
terns for training the Christian min- 
istry of the denominations, in coopera- 
tion with the American Association of 
Theological Schools. It made so bold 
as to suggest that “something newer 
and more creative is needed than the 
addition of new courses to the cur- 
riculum or the maintenance of present 
percentages.” 


The Division of Foreign Missions 
already is producing, through Friend- 
ship Press, the study literature used 
by many of the member denomina- 
tions. (Note: this is where our Mis- 
sions study book, ONE WORLD, ONE 
MISSION, this year a real ecumenical 
manual, came from). This service 
will be enlarged. A report to the As- 
sembly indicated that new avenues are 
continually being explored to see 
“what can be produced interdenomi- 
nationally to be used denominational- 
ly.” 
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The work of the Assembly culmi- 
nated in the adoption of a “Message 
to the Churches,” a document which 
is intended to represent what the As- 
sembly accomplished, what it conclud- 
ed and what it wanted to say to its 
member denominations for their infor- 
mation and for their guidance. The 
Message dealt largely with the need for 
more unity between the Churches and 
for less self-sufficiency on their part. 


The message also: called on the 
Churches to move forthrightly and 
more speedily to eliminate racial dis- 
crimination, condemning all opposition 
to this goal, especially the use of vio- 
lence; called on the Churches to help 
in the struggle to secure peace and 
world order in view of the ever-pres- 
ent threat of annihilation; called for 
increasing zeal in evangelism; called 
for labor towards the establishment of 
a community of nations; called for a 
strengthening of family ties and indi- 
vidual integrity and for a return to 
the fundamental American ideals, too 
many of which have been lost. 





The NCC Also - - 


—Admitted as a new member 
Church, the Syrian Antiochian Or- 
thodox Church with a membership 
of 110,000. This brings the total 
number of denominations to 34 and 
pushes the total membership over 
37,000,000. 


—Elected J. Irwin Miller, Vice 
Chairman of the Division of Chris- 
tian Life and Work, a layman of 
Columbus, Ind., its new President 
for the next three years. 


—Re-elected Dr. Roy G. Ross Gen- 
eral Secretary and Dr. R. H. Ed- 
win Espy Associate General Secre- 
tary. 


—Adopted and sent down to mem- 
ber churches for their approval mi- 
nor changes in the constitution and 
by-laws, chiefly allowing for more 
representation to the Assembly 
from state councils of Churches as 
well as denominations. 


—Adopted and ordered sent down 
to the Churches a Message (see 
main story). 


(Assembly resolutions next week.) 











“Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free.” 
— Galatians 5:1. Christian liberty is 
never license, but rather joyful obedi- 
ence to God out of love for Christ. 


School Board Rejects 
Christmas De-Emphasis 


MILWAUKEE, Wis. — (RNS) — 
Directors of the suburban Fox Point- 
Bayside schools rejected a recommen- 
dation from the school superintendent 
that Christmas be de-emphasized in 
1960 because of differences of relig- 
ious opinion among parents. 


Donald P. Hoffman, a school board 
member, said Jewish parents had com- 
plained that there was too much iden- 
tification with religion in the school’s 
Christmas activities. 


The recommendaton that Christmas 
be de-emphasized included: room deco- 
rations should be kept simple and to 
non-religious themes; room parties 
should be held to the serving of re- 
freshments and entertainment should 
be discontinued to reduce the loss of 
time. No gifts should be exchanged; 
music should be limited to non-relig- 
ious songs; the historical background 
of various religions should be confined 
to a regular place in the curriculum. 


After most persons attending a pub- 
lic hearing spoke in favor of retaining 
traditional activities, the board voted 
to set up a special committee to study 
the question. Its recommendations, if 
any, will go into effect in the 1961 
Christmas season. 





‘Under God’ in Pledge 
Upheld in Court Test 


ALBANY, N. Y. — (RNS) — Le- 
gality of the words “under God” in 
the Pledge of Allegiance recited by 
school children was upheld unanimous- 
ly by the Appellate Division of the 
State Supreme Court here. In af- 
firming a 1957 decision by Supreme 
Court Justice Isadore Bookstein, the 
Appellate Division said recitation of 
the pledge did not involve improper 
use of the schools for the dissemina- 
tion of “religious dogma.” 


The appeal had been filed by Jo- 
seph Lewis of North Salem, N. Y., 
president of the Freethinkers of Amer- 
ica; and Alfred L. Klein of Staten 
Island, N. Y., on the grounds that the 
words “under God” violated the 
Church - State separation principle 
when said in public schools. 


“Members of: a religious sect,” the 
Appellate Division said, “who view 
the ceremony as a form of idolatry 
offensive to their tenets and beliefs 
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need not recite the pledge. We find 
no sound basis for any claim of coer- 
cion or pressure directed toward ‘an 
establishment of religion’ or inter- 
fering with ‘the expression thereof.’ ” 
These references were to the First 
Amendment to the U. S. Constitution. 


In its ruling the Appellate Division 
quoted a U. S. Supreme Court decision 
which stated: “There cannot be the 
slightest doubt that the First Amend- 
ment reflects the philosophy that 
Church and State should be separated. 
The First Amendment, however, does 
not say that in every and all respects 
there shall be a separation of Church 
and State.” 





Greeks Say ‘Reverend’ 
Is Only for Priests 


CHALKIS, Greece — (RNS) — 
Only Greek Orthodox or Roman Cath- 
olic ordained priests have the right 
to be called “Reverend,” the Holy 
Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church 
maintained here. Basing its argument 
on Greek Orthodox Canon Law, the 
Synod submitted a detailed explana- 
tion of the Church’s position to the 
Chalkis Criminal Court which has im- 
posed a 45-day prison sentence on the 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates of New York, 
an ordained Baptist minister, for using 
the title in an evangelistic message 
published in a Greek newspaper as a 
paid advertisement. 


Mr. Zodhiates, general secretary of 
the American Mission to Greeks, is ap- 
pealing the sentence. An active evan- 
gelist, he has been the target of nu- 
merous attacks in the past by the 
Greek Orthodox Church, which des- 
cribes him as a “nationally dangerous” 
sect leader. 


In its statement, the Holy Synod 
declared: “Those following the teach- 
ing of the Reformation, which does 
not admit the Sacrament of Order, 
call their leaders ‘Pastors.’ The pas- 
tor is not an ordained but an appoint- 
ed person. An evidence is the fact 
that they are allowed to get married, 
which is forbidden for those who have 
reached the holy grace of the Sacra- 
ment of Order.” The synod noted 
that “an exception can be made for 
the Anglican Church because they con- 
sider the priesthood as a sacrament.” 





The Word of God does not contain 
all knowledge, but it does contain all 
things necessary to life and godliness. 





Day of Prayer Plans 
Prepared for 1961 


WHEATON, Ill. — With a strong 
emphasis on the Bible as the Word 
of God and evangelism as the mission 
of the Church, evangelicals will gather 
in their churches February 17 to ob- 
serve the 1961 World Day of Prayer. 


“A Sower Went Forth” is the theme 
for the observance this year. A prayer 
booklet to be used as a guide for the 
services has been written by Dr. Mer- 
rill C. Tenney. The booklet contains 
devotional thoughts, responsive read- 
ings, and hymn selections. The intro- 
duction is by Dr. Armin Gesswein, 
chairman of the Spiritual Life Com- 
mission of the National Association of 
Evangelicals and well-known for his 
revival - prayer conferences. 


These Bible-centered materials are 
prepared by NAE as a part of its 
ministry to the churches of America. 
The materials, including the worship 
booklet and advertising posters, can 
be obtained by writing the National 
Association of Evangelicals, 222 East 
Willow Ave., Wheaton, Ill. All orders 
should specify the quantity needed. 





POAU Lists Objectives 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS)— 
In a statement of “immediate objec- 
tives” for the year 1961, Protestants 
and Other Americans United for Sepa- 
ration of Church and State said here 
that it will “publicize widely the state- 
ments made by President-elect Ken- 
nedy during the campaign in regard 
to separation of Church and State.” 


POAU said that it will support the 
new President in his program “to keep 
Church and State separate and to re- 
sist pressures for federal grants to 
parochial schools.” It said it will en- 
deavor to keep President Kennedy’s 
statements opposing government aid 
to parochial schools constantly before 
Congressional committees contemplat- 
ing legislation in this field. 


Another objective of the organiza- 
tion will be to develop a new outreach 
into Protestant theological seminaries 
with speakers and literature to keep 
students alert to Church-State issues. 


POAU said its legal department will 
bring lawsuits in “carefully selected 
areas where there is a_ reasonable 
chance of success” against use of pub- 
lic funds to maintain religious schools 


and public contributions to hospitals 
that restrict freedom of birth control 
and obstetrics for non-Catholic pa- 
tients. 





Fired Teacher Denies 
Anti-Roman Statement 


BOERNE, Tex.—(RNS)—A teach- 
er fired without a hearing for alleged 
slurs against Catholics denied such 
statements, saying he only read to 
classes the constitutional provisions for 
Church-State separation. “If that con- 
stitutes criticism of the Catholic 
Church, let it stand,” declared Harry 
Benson, a high school mathematics 
teacher and junior high civics in- 
structor. 


The 48-year-old teacher was dis- 
missed by Boerne school superinten- 
dent Roy Liesman after parents com- 
plained that he told students: “Once 
you have a Catholic President, the 
country usually becomes corrupt.” 
Mr. Benson asserted that two days af- 
ter the Nov. 8 election he told his 
three classes that “separation of 
Church and State is called for and de- 
manded in the constitution and many 
thousands of persons are concerned 
that this remain so.”’ 


“T was not even questioned by the 
board,” he said. “They just took the 
word of an emotional girl without even 
listening to what I had to say.” This 
was confirmed by Superintendent Lies- 
man, who said the seven-member board 
decided in a closed meeting to re- 
quest Mr. Benson’s resignation. 





KJV 350 Years Old 


CANBERRA, Australia — (RNS)— 
A stamp commemorating the 350th an- 
niversary of the publication of the 
King James Bible has been issued by 
Australia. The stamp illustrates a Bi- 
ble opened to the traditional Christ- 
mas verse (Luke 2:10): “Behold 1 
bring you good tidings of great joy,” 
and will also serve as Australia’s an- 
nual Christmas stamp. 


A committee of scholars was sum- 
moned by King James in 1604 and 
ordered to undertake the work of pre- 
paring an authorized version of the 
Bible from among the several conflict- 
ing translations prepared during the 
16th Century as the Reformation took 
shape in English. Their work was 
published about January 1, 1611. 


Conviction of Uphaus 
Upheld Again by Court 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
The United States Supreme Court in 
a brief 6 to 3 per curiam (by the 
court) ruling denied a second hearing 
to Dr. Willard Uphaus, a Methodist 
layman and religious pacifist, who has 
spent 11 months in a New Hampshire 
prison for refusing to tell a state legis- 
lative committee about guests at his 
world Fellowship Center in that state. 


The brief order, which upholds once 
again Dr. Uphaus’ 1956 conviction 
for contempt of New Hampshire au- 
thorities, drew long and passionate dis- 
sents from Justices William O. Douglas 
and Hugo L. Black. 


Chief Justice Earl Warren endorsed 
both dissents and associated himself 
with them. 


Such dissents are almost unprece- 
dented in a procedural matter in which 
the court’s majority does not hand 
down a written opinion. 


The three court members, joined by 
Justice William J. Brennan, Jr., also 
dissented from another decision up- 
holding conviction of Arthur MacPhaul 
for refusing to give the House Un- 
American Activities Committee in 1952 
records of a Civil Rights Congress that 
met in Detroit, Mich. 


Justice Black, in the dissent which 
he read with obvious anger from the 
bench, said the prosecution of Dr. Up- 
haus was similar to history’s example 
of the continued persecution of non- 
conformists. 


Dr. Uphaus, former executive secre- 
tary of the Religion and Labor Founda- 
tion, has long been accused of pro- 
Communist sympathies and it was al- 
leged by other witnesses at the New 
Hampshire legislative hearings that 
known Communists and Marxists were 
often guests at the summer camp op- 
erated by Dr. Uphaus and his wife at 
Conway, N. H. 





TEMPERANCE WEEK SET 


EVANSTON, Ill. — Youth Tem- 
perance Education Week will be ob- 
served April 16-22 in 1961, it has 
been announced by Mrs. Irene Curtis, 
national general secretary of the 
Youth Temperance Council. Informa- 
tion and helps for observing the week 
are available from Mrs. Curtis at 
1730 Chicago Avenue, Evanston. 
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Union For Union’s Own Sake — 





NOT THE ANSWER 


The suggestion which was made, pre- 
ceding the opening of the meeting of 
the National Council of Churches in 
San Francisco, that four of the major 
denominations in America formulate 
immediate plans for organic union, 
plus the sensational way this sugges- 
tion was publicized, highlight a behind- 
the-scenes activity that National Coun- 
cil leaders have been denying for years 
— namely, the eventual creation of a 
Super-Church. 


Under certain circumstances such a 
plan could possibly strengthen the wit- 
ness of contemporary Protestantism. 


But unfortunately the favorable cir- 
cumstances do not exist, and the writ- 
er believes that such a move (if con- 
summated) will only add to a con- 
fusion in the Christian world which is 
already real and demanding solution. 


The suggested merger has been 
based on the assumption that the loss 
of Protestant influence and prestige 
is due to the fragmentation of the 
Church into multiplied denominations. 


It may be admitted that many divi- 
sions in the Church are unwarranted 
when they stem from the elongated 
shadows of certain personalities, or 
are based on dogmatic theses taken 
out of scriptural context and made 
the pretext for separation. Neverthe- 
less the “scandal of Christendom” (a 
phrase dear to the hearts of ecumen- 
ists) lies not in denominational differ- 
ences so much as in a diluting and al- 
tering of the context of the Christian 
message. 


Those who continually harp on the 
need for merging existing ecclesiastical 
organizations lose sight of the fact 
that only when the message of the 
Cross and Resurrection, with all their 
implications, are made central, can the 
Church have any valid significance. 


One prominent bishop has recently 
written an article for a secular mag- 
azine titled, “Christianity Is in Re- 
treat.”” Many of us are prepared to 
acknowledge, at least, that Christianity 
seems to have a decreasing influence 
on our contemporary world. 


The disturbing fact is that some who 
recognize symptoms of retreat or de- 
feat seem unable to diagnose either 
the cause or suggest the remedy. 


Within the Church there is a con- 
fusion of Christianity with those hu- 
manitarian activities that should be the 
fruit of Christianity. There is no 
spiritual or scientific basis for expect- 
ing good fruit when the roots are un- 
sound. Society can be regenerated 
only by regenerate men. 


Furthermore, there are some per- 
sons so determined to make the ben- 
efits of faith in Christ accrue to all 
men, regardless of their relationship 
to the Saviour, that they are willing 
to enlist the resources and power of 
secular government to further utopian 
schemes. 


All of these developments lead to 
confusion in the minds of unbelievers 
who tend to look on the Church as a 
glorified United Fund for Social Serv- 
ices rather than a fellowship of men 
and women redeemed from sin by 
Christ, the Son of God. 


There is also abroad today an exag- 
gerated emphasis on the importance 
of this life and a deadening disregard 
for the primary objective of our Lord’s 
coming into the world, namely, to give 
men life eternal. 


In connection with the perverted em- 
phasis, there is also a confusion of 
God’s universal offer of salvation, and 
its comforting “whosoever,” with a 
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DR. L. NELSON BELL 


neo-universalism that quiets the con- 
science, extinguishes the fires of evan- 
gelism, and deadens the motivation for 
missions. 


Probably never in the history of the 
Church have so many divergent voices 
been heard in the area of Christian 
doctrine and ethics. The one thing 
many of these voices have in common 
is a rejection of the complete integrity 
and authority of the Holy Scriptures 
and a substitution of human opinions 
(based on philosophical presuppositions 
which rule out God’s having spoken 
to men, as they claim in the Bible) 
for divine revelation. 


This tendency to follow man rather 
than the Holy Spirit results in a mag- 
nifying of speculative reasoning and 
a minimizing of authoritative truth, 
and out of such an atmosphere comes 
an image of Christ which is other than 
the Christ of the Bible. 


Moreover, the Church frequently 
tolerates in leadership and in the rank 
and file of ministers the rejection of 
such scripturally affirmed truths as the 
nature and consequences of sin, the 
full implications of the Cross, the re- 
ality of Satan as a personality and hell 
as a place, the validity of the new 
birth, conversion experience as a neces- 
sity or reality, and many doctrines hav- 
ing to do with the Person and Work 
of Christ. 


Little wonder then that some speak 
of Christianity as being in retreat, and 
that the influence of the Church has 
waned in areas where it once flour- 
ished. Neither is it surprising to see 
that within the Church moral and 
spiritual values have so largely degen- 
erated that distinctives between mem- 
bers and non-churchgoers have faded 
into a blending of behavior. 





The proposed merger of four large 
denominations will appeal to the unre- 


generate of the world. It will be ac- 
claimed a “great forward step.” It 
will unquestionably lead to impressive 
ecclesiastical pageantry and the further 
centralization of power in the hands 
of men who would use it to dazzle and 
impress. 


But the merger will not add one 
whit to the witnessing power of Chris- 
tianity unless with it there is an un- 
equivocal return to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ as revealed in the Scrip- 
tures. 


Furthermore, such a merger will not 
increase the power of the Church in 
an unbelieving world, because power 
belongs to God not to men, and He 
releases His power through the pres- 
ence and work of the Holy Spirit and 


Re 


While preaching in a little town 
in South Carolina, one day when I 
went to the post office with the 
pastor, I found there a letter for me 
with a local postmark. I wondered 
who, in that little town where I had 
been only a short time, could be 
writing to me. 


The letter said, “I have been every- 
thing that a young woman should not 
be, but for the past two years I have 
tried my best to live the best that I 
could. I have not been happy. I try 
to pray, but it seems that my prayers 
don’t get anywhere. I do long after 
something to live for. I would like to 
accept the invitation you give in the 
services, but I know I could not live 
up to it.” It was signed, “A Very 
Miserable Person” but with no name. 


The last night of the meeting, a 
young woman asked to talk with me. 
When she sat down she said, “Preacher, 
is it wrong for a young woman to 
drink, smoke cigarettes, and laugh at 
dirty jokes when they’re told around 
where she works?” 


“Margaret,” I said, “these are im- 
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on conditions where faith, prayer and 
humility are dominant. 


The concept of an ecumenical move- 
ment is spiritually sound. Christians 
are one in Christ, and love and unity 
of faith and purpose should exist 
among us for all the world to see. 


But before ecclesiastical ecumeni- 
city can be realized, there must first 
be faith, a faith in eternal verities 
which man may tamper with only to 
his own eternal destruction. 


A very real ecumenicity already does 
exist, and it is a spiritual unity of 
believers which transcends denomina- 
tional, racial, and national borders. 
We would join in pleading for an at- 
mosphere in the Church where the wit- 
nessing power of the Gospel may again 
be demonstrated. An unloving phari- 
saical orthodoxy must give away to 


Christian love. The leaven of sad- 
ducean unbelief must be replaced by 
simple faith. 


What is needed is not that Chris- 
tians should point accusing fingers at 
other Christians, nor create more pow- 
erful ecclesiastical organizations where 
there is outward union without spiritual 
unity. 


What is needed is not at the organi- 
zational level at all but at the spiritual 
level. What is imperative is not to be 
found in ecclesiastical pageantry but 
in an humble falling up on our faces 
before almighty God, a confessing and 
repenting of sin, and a simple faith in 
the Christ of Calvary. 


Means to a true Christian advance 
are not unattainable — they are very 
much available, right now. 


tion's True Story 


REV. WILLIAM E. HILL, JR. 


portant questions; but really, that 
isn’t what you wanted to talk to me 
about, is it?” 


She bowed her head and said, “‘No, 
I guess it isn’t.” 


“Margaret, are you saved?” 


She shook her head and said, “I 
don’t know. I’m a church member, 
and I teach Sunday School.” 


“Margaret, have you ever really 
laid your sins upon Christ and yielded 
to Him that He might come into your 
heart?” 


When she replied, “No, I’m afraid 
not,” I said, “Margaret, will you do 
it now?” She put her head down in her 
hands and began to sob, and shook 
her head. After a moment, I said, 
“Margaret, this is God’s way.” She 
looked up through her tears and said, 
“Preacher, if I confessed my sins to 
you, I never could face you again.” 


I said, “You do not have to confess 
them to me, but you have to lay them 
upon Christ. Will you do it now?” 


She shook her head and sobbed, “I 
can’t, I can’t! IT’ll go on doing the 


best I can. 
off. Perhaps 
a while.” 


Perhaps this will wear 
I’ll feel better after 


I said, “No, Margaret, it will be 
worse for you if it does wear off. 
God is speaking to you. There is but 
one way for you to find peace.” 


Finally she said, “All right, I will.” 
Then on her knees, sobbing, she 
prayed, laying her sin upon the Lord 
Jesus. I prayed and asked Christ to 
give her peace. When she rose from 
her knees, there was a radiant smile 
on her face as she said, “Oh, I feel 
as if a thousand pounds has been 
lifted from my shoulders.” 


The next morning, as I stood in 
the railroad station with the pastor, 
waiting for my train, she crossed over 
from where she worked and said, ‘“‘You 
know, last night I had the best night’s 
sleep I’ve had in years.” She later 
married an officer in the church, now 
has a fine Christian family; and for 
many years I received from her every 
Christmas a card, signed, “Yours in 
Christ Jesus.’”’ She had found what 
the Apostle Paul describes in Colos- 
sians 2:10, “Completeness in Christ.” 
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A New Year’s Thought — 





“Hitherto and Henceforth . 


REV. CHARLES E. BLOODGOOD 


One year ends — another year be- 
gins, and we become conscious of the 
time limitations of man, the creature 
who finds it necessary to mark off 
the various intervals of minutes, hours, 
days and years in the flowing stream 
of God’s eternal now. And it is well 
to do so, for thus we come to know 
the finiteness of our lives and the im- 
perative demands of each fleeting mo- 
ment. As this sentence is being read, 
the “now” of its beginning is past and 
gone, and the rest lies in the swift 
coming future. How fleeting is the 
present! Yet that present is all that 
we have, the past is gone, the future is 
to be, and we must live in the “now.” 


There are two adverbs used through- 
out the Bible that look to the past and 
to the future and thus point up the 
living present. “Hitherto” that is, “till 
now” — “thus far” makes us mindful 
of the past. “Henceforth,” that is, 
“from this time on” makes us look 
ahead to the tomorrows of our lives. 
And between them we could well 
write: “Now is the acceptable time.” 
Let these two adverbs direct our 
thoughts and our prayers as we stand 
for the moment between the swiftly 
passing old year and the onrushing 
New Year. 


When Israel, beset by her enemies, 
turned from her apostasy and dis- 
union and returned to the law of the 
Lord, then with divine aid and purpose 
she overcame her enemies under 
Samuel. The old prophet set up a 
stone of commemoration for God’s 
blessings, and called it “Ebenezer — 
hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” We 
too have found God’s providential care 
in the year passed and in all the years 
of our lives which have gone before it. 
We too can say, as the old year fades, 
“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” 
A deep sense of gratitude and thanks- 


giving wells up within us as we think 
of the tender mercies and the loving- 
kindness of God vouchsafed to us 
in the days gone by. He has been with 
us all the way, in all the years. He has 
always helped us, sometimes in ways 
that we neither desired nor wanted, but 
rather as He in His divine wisdom 
deemed best for us. Yet in every way 
there has been sufficient strength for 
each day and for each task. He has al- 
ways been far more willing to give 
than we have been ready to receive. 


Not that we have deserved all this 
goodness of God, for we have sinned 
and have failed, but He is gracious. 
Moses said to the Pharaoh of Evynt, 
“Hitherto, thou would not hear God.” 
It could well be said of us. He speaks 
and we do not listen. We go on our 
willful ways and then cry unto the 
Lord when our ways lead us into diffi- 
culties and troubles. But the Lord is 
gracious and merciful, and as we ask 
for pardon, we know He will give it to 
us. We are assured of His love and 
presence because the Master said, ““My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” 
His redeeming work is active in us 
when we trust Him and obey Him. He 
wants for us the richest of blessings. 
“Hitherto ye have asked nothing in 
My Name. Ask, and you will receive— 
that your joy may be full.” 


Thanks be to God, for He has been 
with us in the past. He is with us in 
the present. And He will be with us 
henceforth. Out of assured experience 
of the past is the glorious hope of the 
future, the hope of each New Year. 
The Psalmist said, “As the mountains 
are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord 
is round about His people, henceforth 
and forever’ — and again — “There- 
fore, O Israel, hope in the Lord hence- 
forth and forever.” Christ will be in 
the New Year just as He was in the 
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years gone by, a Friend, Companion 
and Saviour. When we promise to fol- 
low Him, obey Him, and trust the un- 
known future to Him, we can go forth 
in confidence. The Apostle Paul says, 
“Know this, that the old man is cruci- 
fied with Him, that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, that henceforth, 
we should not serve sin.” We serve 
Him, who has told us, “Henceforth I 
call you not servants but friends.” No 
longer slaves of sin, but friends of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


What other light do we need in the 
unknown journey of the coming to- 
morrows, when we travel with the 
Light of the World? What other friend 
do we need as we walk into the untried 
New Year, if we travel with Him, the 
greatest of all Friends, who died for 
us. “Greater Love hath no man than 
this.” Henceforth each breaking day 
will dawn with the glow of His stead- 
fast love, warmed by His sympathy in 
sorrow, aided by His guidance in per- 
plexities. and upheld by His strength 
in weakness. 


There is only one condition. We 
must accent Him as Lord and Saviour, 
follow Him in sunshine and in shadow, 
obey His will not ours. So all the years 
will come and go, with their “Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us,” and their 
“Henceforth I call you not servants 
but friends,” until the final henceforth 
— “Henceforth, there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness that 
fadeth not away.” What a blessed 
New Year this one can be! 


* * * * 


The Rev. Charles E. Bloodgood is 
the pastor of the Reformed Church of 
South Bushwick, Brooklyn, N. Y. This 
article is reprinted from TH E 
CHURCH HERALD. 
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EDIJOHIALS 


Interpreting the Assembly 


What does the recent meeting of 
the General Assembly of the National 
Council of Churches mean for its mem- 
bers? To all practical purposes it 
means that some 800 persons have de- 
cided which way some 37,000,000 peo- 
ple will go during the next ten years. 
More accurately, it means that some 
800 persons reviewed the activities of 
a somewhat smaller number of ex- 
ecutives, specialists and professionals 
and approved their plans for the way 
some 37,000,000 people will go during 
the next ten years. 


The Ecumenical Movement is not 
without its flaws. To assume that the 
ineffectiveness of the Church in our 
time is due to its divisions is to as- 
sume, by implication, that church union 
is the answer to the evangelization of 
the world. Thus cooperation promises 
to do what the Gospel has not yet 
accomplished. 


To identify the forces of evil with 
social and economic injustice is to 
identify the Kingdom of God with in- 


————<-_ _ 


tegration, jobs for all and the elimina- 
tion of poverty. 


The inference is possible that unity 
is to be prized above truth, that co- 
operation is more important than con- 
victions, that doing counts for more 
than believing. This is to say that 
religion consists more of works than 
of faith. In the name of another Re- 
formation the leaders of this age are 
out to disallow the precepts of the 
first Reformation. 


Above all, when religion becomes 
big business the danger arises that the 
manifestations of the spirit will be 
replaced by professional competence 
on the part of the experts; that the 
motivating force will become the ef- 
ficiency of the machine. Broad be- 
comes the way of Faith and Order, 
and wide becomes the gate of all-in- 
clusive acceptance. While interest in 
a Super-Church is disavowed, the 
towers of the Super-Church begin to 
take shape on the horizon. 





———————— 
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Billy Graham 
In Las Vegas 


We have not had an opportunity to 
contact Billy Graham since his visit 
to Las Vegas but from independent 
sources in that gambling capital of 
the world (far larger and more openly 
wicked than Monte Carlo) we have 
this report: 


Mr. Graham spoke there Dec. 6 to 
an audience of over 8,000 which packed 
the new convention hall. Several plane 
loads of Hollywood celebrities flew up 
especially to hear Mr. Graham, among 
them a number who had heard him in 
Hollywood the previous Friday night. 


Overwhelmed by the evidence of 
wanton sin on every hand Mr. Graham 
preached with great power, outlining 
the wages of sin and God’s offer of 
cleansing and forgiveness through His 
Son. 


When the invitation was given some 
four hundred came forward and, con- 
trary to the quietness and calm which 
usually prevails at the conclusion of 
his sermons, there was evidence of 
great conviction of sin with many of 
those coming forward openly weeping. 


The local ministerial association 
which sponsored the meeting was pre- 
pared with trained counsellors and an 
organized follow-up program. 


In answer to the question, “Occupa- 
tion” which appears on the cards in- 
quirers fill out were many which said, 
“bar tender,” “pitch man,” “roulette 
wheel supervisor,” and “shill.” Many 
women were among those coming for- 
ward and a number listed their occu- 


pation as “none” — significant in 
itself! 


Results such as these demonstrate 
for all to see how hungry people are 
for the straight, simple Gospel. Men 
desperately need Christ and He must 
not be hidden behind oratory, dra- 
matics or obscure wording. 


The Journal would urge its readers 
to pray especially for those who made 
their decision in Las Vegas. They 
have exhibited a deep awareness of 
need and have taken the first step to- 
wards the Saviour. They need our 
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prayers that Satan shall not snatch 
from their hearts the seed so recently 
sown there. 





Congo Chaos 


Ring Lardner, whose humorous 
stories during and following World 
War I were the source of much 
amusement to his readers, on several 
occasions paraphrased the then-pop- 
ular slogan, ‘Making the world safe 
for democracy” into, “Making the 
world safe for the Democrats.” 


We would suggest the necessity of 
another paraphrasing today: “Making 
some parts of the world safe from de- 
mocracy.”’ 


One of the gravest mistakes which 
has been made in the field of interna- 
tional politics is the assumption that 
all peoples of the world are ready for 
a democratic form of government. In 
the rapidly emerging nations of the 
world the variations are so great that 
a blanket projection of democratic 
procedures in each case can, in some 
instances, lead to the greatest dis- 
service possible — chaos. 


The situation in the Congo is a case 
in point. Colonialism (often con- 
tinued after freedom should have been 
granted), has been, nevertheless, a 
means of developing people for self- 
government. 


Probably no nation has shown a 
more enlightened colonialism than did 
the Belgian government in the Congo. 
But, while exploitation and discrimi- 
nations were less evident than in many 
other colonial areas the Belgians failed 
to train or prepare the Congolese for 
self-government. 


Despite the unreadiness of the peo- 
ple involved world pressures developed 
on Belgium to the point where she 
felt compelled to withdraw. This pre- 
cipitate action was caused in part by 
unrest within the Congo, but far more 
because of “world public opinion.” 


What is too often forgotten is that 
Belgium did withdraw and that when 
anarchy developed subsequent Belgian 

(Cont. on p. 17, col. 3) 





! A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


RIPENING TO DROP 


Immediate world situations crowd in 
on us with such overwhelming impact 
that we are always prone to look at 
them out of focus. 


Despite this danger every thinking 
person is impressed and appalled at 
present world conditions and at their 
potentialities. 


All of Africa is threatened by the 
Congo crisis. Emerging new nations, 
many of them with dubious leadership 
move to the fore. The bitter racial 
strife in South Africa continues. And, 
the Algerian unrest with its effect on 
the Moslem world grows worse. 


Eurove is affected by the Algerian 
crisis: by the uncertain future of Ber- 
lin: and by the threat of Iron Curtain 
countries to the East. 


Asia’s future is involved in present 
unrest in Laos: a student movement 
erupts out of hand in South Korea; 
fermenting pressures in Japan and the 
specter of an emerging Red giant on 
the mainland of China trouble the 
world. 


All of South America is in danger 
of a spreading infection from Cuba 
entailing the gravest danger to North 
America as well. 


In other words, present world trou- 
ble spots (and there will certainly be 
others to emerge), carry with them a 
threat to our entire civilization. 


And behind the scenes, as well as 
out in the open, there is the malignant 
and satanically clever planning of 
world-Communism which embodies the 
spirit of the anti-Christ. 


Why is the outlook so bleak? Why 
is there cause for the gravest pes- 
simism as to the future of civilization 
as we know it? Because men and 
nations are looking to men and organ- 
izations to rescue them from their 
dilemma, rather than to acknowledge 
the sovereign rights of almichty God. 
While world Communism denies the ex- 
istence of God the free world ignores 
Him in its united plans for defense. 


We believe that some day historians 


(Christian or otherwise), if they should 
have the opportunity to do so, will 
write with amazement at the obtuse- 
ness of free nations which tried to do 
business with Communism, admitting 
Communist nations to their councils 
and according to them the privileges, 
rights and advantages of diplomatic 
recognition. 


Every day we are confronted with 
the perfidy, intrigue, double-crossing 
and infiltrating activities of Russia 
and her allies. Every day we see ever 
increasing evidence of her subversion 
of men and nations, taking advantage 
of local tensions to fan the flames of 
lawlessness and unrest. All of these 
activities —- most of them successful 
in swinging areas into the Communist 
orbit — are carried out before our 
eyes — and like dumb animals we con- 
tinue to be led to the slaughter, follow- 
ing the illusion that we can contain 
Communism by counter organizations, 
immense armaments and a facade of 
“negotiations” and “cooperation.” 


We believe there is but one solution 
— a bold step which carries with it an 
element of danger but an even greater 
element of hope for the world: com- 
plete quarantine of the Communist 
world with accompanying expulsion of 
all communist nations from the United 
Nations and the breaking of all diplo- 
matic ties with those countries under 
communist rule. 


Not only would this be an act of in- 
ternational righteousness but it would 
be taking a stand on a moral and spirit- 
ual issue for all the world to see. We 
believe it would thrill the hearts of 
men in every country and in so doing 
pave the way for the eventual over- 
throw of communist rulers by the peo- 
ple they have dominated and enslaved 
against their wills. 


Much of the future can be foretold 
by the events of the past. We have 
seen with our eyes the slow and inexor- 
able march of world Communism with 
any visible slowing of the process in 
one area compensated by even greater 
gains in others. 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 1) 
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the SPIRIT 
ofa 
STORE eee 


The quotation “‘no man is an island, entire in it- 
self” might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as a 
success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 
Belk-Simpson’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you ga> 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, 8S. 

A. M. Smith, Mer. -Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store, 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. 

J. A. Hagins, “Mer. -Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, 8. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, 8. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, 8S. 

d. Be Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Ce. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 

Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s evs, Store 
Clinton, S. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mer. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson + 
Whitmire, S. C 

Jack Gilliland, Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. 

J. E. Smith, Mer. -Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


W. H. Wade, Mer. -Prop. 


OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 8, 1961 


“The First Of His Signs” 


Bible Material: John 2 


Devotional Reading: Luke 7:19-23 


In writing about the miracles of Jesus, John uses 
a word which means “signs.” These signs were part 
of His credentials. There were manv other proofs of 
His being the Messiah, the Son of God. His sinless 
life was one. For the first time since sin came into the 
world a sinless Man lived among His fellowmen. He 
was a burning and a shining light and His holy life 
was evidence of His Sonship. 


His matchless words are another proof. No other 
man spoke like this Man. He spoke with authority, 
and not as the scribes. The peonle marvelled at the 
gracious words which came from His lins. There was 
a sunernatural denth and meaning and heauty about 
His teaching and preaching. Who conld imagine a 
serihe or “rabbi” of his time telling the story of the 
Prodieal Son or the Good Samaritan, or preaching 
the Sermon on the Mount? 


The witness of John the Rantist is another proof. He 
peinted Tesus out as the Lamb of Ged who would 
take away the sin of the world. He said. “I saw the 
Snirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
abode upon Him. And TI knew Him not: but He that 
sent me to baptize with water, the same said wnto 
me. unon Whom thou shalt see the Snirit descending, 
and remainine on Him, the same is He which bantizeth 
with the Holv Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that 
this is the Son of God.” 


The witness of the Father is still ancther proof. The 
Father spoke from heaven, saying, “This is my well- 
beloved Son, hear ye Him.” But His marvellous 
works, His miracles were a most valuable proof of His 
being the One He claimed to be. He said to the Tews, 
“Believe me for my works’ sake.” And many did believe 
because of these miracles or signs. When Nicodemus 
came to Jesus he said, “Rabbi, we know that Thou art 
a teacher come from God: for no man can do these 
miracles (signs, R.V.) that Thou doest, except God be 
with Him.” After He raised Lazarus from the dead 
many believed on Him, and when He fed five thousand 
the people wanted to take Him by force and make Him 
their king. 


When John the Baptist sent two of his disciples to 
ask Him if He was the One that should come, or if 
they were to look for another, in that same hour he 
cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of 
evil spirits; and unto many that were blind He gave 
sight. He said to the two disciples, “Go your way, and 
tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how 
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that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and to the poor the 
Gospel is preached.” (see Devotional Reading, Luke 
7:19-22). We see that His mighty signs were an im- 
portant proof that He was the Son of God. 


There were many times in the history of God’s peo- 
ple when signs and wonders were wrought to show the 
power of God and prove that the ones working these 
miracles came from God. When God called Moses 
to the task of bringing Israel out of Egypt there were 
two big obstacles in the way. One was the unbelief 
of the Israelites, and the other the hard-heart of Pharaoh 
of Egypt. So Moses was given certain “signs” to con- 
vince his own people and also to break the stubborn 
heart of Pharaoh. We have the plagues sent upon 
Egypt, the overthrow of the army of Pharaoh, the 
many miracles which continued through the times of 
the Judges. 


Another period when miracles were called for, was 
when Israel and Tudah became worshippers of Baal. 
Both Elijah and Elisha wrought miracles. The scene 
on Mt. Carmel when fire came down from heaven 
and consumed the sacrifice that Eliiah had prepared, 
is one of the most dramatic in the Bible. The miracle 
caused the people to cry out, “The Lord, He is the 
God; the Lord, He is the God!” 


Again, during the time of the captivity God worked 
miracles in behalf of Daniel and his three friends and 
proved to those proud world-conquerors that it was He, 
the Lord God of Israel, who ruled in heaven and on 
earth, so that none could stay His hand or say, “What 
doest Thou?” The God of Daniel was recognized by 
some of them at least, as the Supreme Ruler. Signs 
and wonders have often been used as proofs of this 
fact and also to accredit His messengers and show the 
people that they came from God. 


And now, in the fulness of time, the stupendous 
miracle of the Incarnation had taken place. Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God had become Man, being born 
of the virgin Mary. After growing up quietly in 
Nazareth the time came for Him to begin His public 
ministry and offer Himself to His people Israel as their 
Messiah, the Son of God. How was He to prove His 
claim to be the Promised One? We have seen how 
John the Baptist bore testimony to Him as the Lamb 
of God Who should take away the sin of the world. 
The Father had spoken from heaven at His baptism, 
saying, “This is my beloved Son.” His sinless life and 
marvellous works were proofs that He came from God. 
But we would expect signs and wonders to be wrought 
by Him. We study one of these signs today. 








potas. 


I. The Miracle at the Marriage Feast in Cana of 
Galilee: John 2:1-11. 


Both Jesus and His disciples were invited and His 
mother was there. And when they wanted wine His 
mother said to Him, ““Thev have no wine.” Had Mary 
learned to look to her Son in times of emergency? 
His mother said to the servants, “Whatsoever He saith 
unto you, do it.” This calls to my mind an incident 
that took place in Lynchburg, Virginia some thirty- 
five years ago. A little group of men, of whom I was 
one, met once a week at the noon hour for prayer and 
Bible study. We took turns in speaking for a few 
minutes on some verse or verses. One day the man in 
charge used this verse as a call to obedience: “Whatso- 
ever He saith unto you, do it.” The servants plaved 
an important part in the miracle for they obeyed the 
command of Christ to fill the water-pots with water. 
“And they filled them to the brim.” We have our 


part to perform. ‘“Whatsoever He saith unto you, 
do it.” 


There is nothing spectacular about this miracle, but 
it shows that Jesus was God for He simply willed that 
the change take place, and the water was turned to 
wine. He does not seem to have spoken or even 
touched the iars of water. Here is the same sort of 
power that He used when He created the world and 
all things therein. It is a clear demonstration of the 
power of God. It manifested forth His glory and His 
disciples believed on Him. This was the beginning 
of a long list of miracles, or signs. 


Jesus lived a very different life from John the Bap- 
tist. The latter lived an austere life, eating locusts 
and wild honey. We would hardly imagine John as 
a guest at a wedding feast. He was a great man and 
did faithfully the work that he was called upon to do, 
the task of preparing the way for the Messiah and call- 
ing men to repentance. 


Jesus took part in the social life of the people, liv- 
ing in their midst. clothed as one of them and eating 
the food which thev ate. He was invited to feasts, 
He comnared the kingdom of God to a feast. and 
when He comes again there will be a great wedding 
feast with the Church as His bride. Neither Tohn nor 
Jesus pleased the fault-finding people of their day. 
John came neither eating nor drinking and thev would 
not accept him: Jesus came eating and drinking and 
thev accused Him of being a glutton and a wine-bibber, 
a friend of publicans and sinners. The Christian life 
has a place for feasting as well as fasting. Jesus was a 
“Man of sorrows,” but He took part in this wed- 
ding feast. Paul savs we are to rejoice in the Lord 
alwavs. A happv Christian brings glory to Christ, 
Who fills us with His peace and joy. In our feasting, 
however, let us go only where we can take Jesus with us. 


II. The Cleansing of the Temple: 2:12-22 


on he hoe 


The Temple was a Holv Place. This is true of any 
place where we meet with God. When Moses drew 
near the place where he saw the bush burning with fire, 
and when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God 
called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and 
said, ‘““Moses, Moses.” And he said, “Here am I.” And 
He said, “Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from 
off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is 


holy ground.” ‘The tabernacle was a holy place; and 
the temple. Had these people forgotten this? Jesus 
found them selling oxen and sheep and doves and 
changing money, as if it were a house of merchandise. 
He drove them all out, and said, “Take these things 
hence; make not my Father’s house an house of mer- 
chandise.” 


He cleansed the temple twice; once at the beginning 
of His ministry and again at the close of it. When 
they asked for a sign of His right to thus cleanse the 
temple, He replied, “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up,” speaking of the temple of His 
body and His resurrection. We cannot be too careful 
in our reverence for the House of the Lord. Our 
churches have been dedicated as holy places. 


There is a very significant truth in verses 24 and 25: 
“But Jesus did not commit Himself unto them, be- 
cause He knew all men . . . He knew what was in 


” 


man. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division Of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 

Second Semester Begins January 30, 1961 
Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 
Move to new campus in September, 1961 
Maxton North Carolina 








Recommend The Journal To Friends 








THIS SIMPLE PLAN 
SOLVES A 
GIVING PROBLEM 


This folder gives the simple plan of how 
you can receive a safe, generous, and assured 
income for life by making a gift to Church 
Extension. Your gift purchases a regular 
annuity for you and, depending on your age, 
you may receive up to 7.4% per year in 
returns — regardless 
of prevailing business 
conditions. Payments 
to you are made semi- 
annually. The princi- 
pal later goes to help 
in spreading Chris- 
tianity throughout the 
South. Begin now. See 
how people with small 
or large incomes may 
enjoy this plan. 





Ask for 
FREE FOLDER 
Write to 
G. B. STRICKLER, Treasurer 


BoARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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FOR JANUARY 8, 1961 


YOUTH WORK 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





A New Centary Fer Christ 


Scripture—Psalm 126 and Philippians 3:12-14 
Suggested Hymns— 
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 
“Stand up, Stand up for Jesus” 
“Lead on, O King Eternal” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Dur- 
ing this year the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, of which we are members, will begin its second 
century of service for Christ. We can look at our 
history, as we did in the last program, but what the 
future will bring none can say for certain. Of one 
thing, however, we can be certain: we who are now 
young people will be involved in the future of the 
Church. If this new century continues the service to 
Christ which has characterized our past history, it will 
be because we have yielded our lives to God to be used 
by Him. 


In this program we want to look to the future. We 
are thankful for the past and for the inspiration we re- 
ceive from it, but our main concern now is not about 
what has been done. We are interested in what we 
can do for Christ now and in the years that lie ahead. 
What should our goals be? 


FIRST SPEAKER: Dr. Lingle has suggested that 
one of the characteristics of our Church through the 
years has been its spirituality. This mark of the past 
should be one of the most sought-after aims of the 
future. We are living in a society which seems to be 
increasingly materialistic. There are many who talk 
and act as though the essence of life is to possess and 
enjoy material things. There are those who call them- 
selves Christians who define the Kingdom of God as 
a better standard of living, and who think the King- 
dom will come by the efforts of men alone. They 
forget the words of the Bible, “Not by might, nor by 
power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” Al- 
so, they forget these words of Christ, “Except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God.” 


If our Church is to continue as a spiritual Church, 
it will be because the young people of today are spiritual 
themselves. Let us then increase in our knowledge of 


the Bible and in the solid, conservative beliefs of our 
Church. 


SECOND SPEAKER: A part of the heritage of the 
Presbyterian Church is its interest in education that 
is definitely Christian. In our day much of what passes 
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in the name of education either ignores or denies the 
God of the Bible. Today it is important that the 
Church refuse to give over all the training of its young 
people to secular government. We claim to believe 
that God is truth and the source of all truth. If that 
be the case, a person is not educated, no matter how 
many facts he knows, unless those facts are related to 
God. The Church, then, not only has a responsibility 
to provide sound and effective religious instruction 
within the Church organization, but it is also obligated 
to provide schools in which all knowledge is related 
to the truth of God. As Presbyterian leaders of to- 
morrow, one of our goals must be to provide sound 
teaching in churches and schools. 


THIRD SPEAKER: A Church which does not seek 
to bring lost souls to salvation through faith in Christ 
has lost one of the main reasons for its existence. This 
is to say that one of our goals for the future of the 
Church is that it be a vitally evangelistic Church. In 
order to be truly evangelistic we must know and believe 
the basic doctrines of the Bible about sin and salvation. 
We must believe that people without Christ are eternal- 
ly lost, and that Christ can and does save for eternity 
those who believe in Him. We must have a real bur- 
den for those who are lost. We must ever be looking 
for new and more effective ways to tell “the old, old 
story of Jesus and His love.” Most important of all, 
we must be willing to let the Lord use us as His evan- 
gelists. 


The area of the nation where our Church does its 
work is experiencing a tremendous increase in popula- 
tion. There are millions of people who must be reached 
for Christ, and we must have an evangelistic Church 
in order to reach them. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: When our Church was first 
organized in 1861 it issued a clear and forceful state- 
ment of its missionary obligation. It has been a mis- 
sionary minded Church ever since. As the leaders of 
the Church of the future we must determine that our 
Church shall continue to recognize its obligation to pro- 
claim the Christian message to the ends of the earth. 


With the passing of the years, the missionary task 
has not become easier. It seems to be more difficult 
now than in the former years to find people who will 
become missionaries. We have fewer missionaries on 
the field now than we did thirty-five years ago when 
our Church had half as many members. Gifts to mis- 
sions have not increased in proportion to our contribu- 
tions to other causes. There are new tensions and 
problems on the mission fields such as: Communism in 








mace 


nee 


China, unrest in Africa, and factions in Korea. All 
of these things call for renewed dedication, more earn- 
est prayer, and increased gifts from us. If our Church 
is to go forward in the work of missions, we are the 
ones who, under God, must make it so. 


FIFTH SPEAKER: Our Church has been known 
through the years for the generosity of its gifts. It is 
claimed that on a per person basis the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. gives more generously than any other 
major denomination in America. We should be thank- 
ful that God has blessed us so that we can give liberal- 
ly. Surely the goal of being good stewards is one that 
we can hold before ourselves for the new century. 


When we speak of stewardship and adopt it as one 
of our goals, for the future, we must remember that it 





involves far more than making liberal gifts of money 
to the work of the Church, although that is certainly 
important. True stewardship is the dedication of all 
of life to God. It includes our time, energies, and 
talents as well as our material means. If we practice 
stewardship in this broad sense, it will mean that the 
other goals of spirituality, education, evangelism, and 
missions will not be neglected. 


QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 1. As we ente: 
the new century of service, what are some of the effec- 
tive things young people can be doing now? How can 
we work to meet these goals now? 


2. What are some of the ways we can be preparing 
ourselves for roles of future leadership in the church? 
CLOSING PRAYER. 





oss 


THERAPIST REQUESTED 
FOR KOREAN MISSION 


SOONCHUN, Korea — The Presby- 
terian Mission in Korea is urgently re- 
questing a physical therapist for work 
with leprosy patients in Soonchun. 
There is now no such work being done 
for lepers in Korea, according to Dr. 
Stan Topple, a U. S. Presbyterian mis- 
sionary doctor, who directs the medi- 
cal work at the R. M. Wilson Leprosy 
Colony and hospital here. 


Located in the southernmost part 
of Korea, the Soonchun colony cares 
for some 1,200 victims of leprosy. A 
home for well children of infected par- 
ents is provided near the colony and 
has about 45 children from four to 
fifteen years of age. An average, an- 
nually, of 35 men and women train 
at the colony’s theological seminary 
to go out as teachers and pastors to 
other leprosy colonies and villages. 


The needed physical therapist mis- 
sionary would aid in the patient re- 
habilitation program of the Wilson 
colony and hospital. Further infor- 
mation is available from the Rev. Eu- 
gene Daniel, Board of World Missions, 
Box 330, Nashville 1, Tennessee. 





LOUISVILLE PLANS ‘WEEK’ 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Louisville Sem- 
inary’s 1961 Lecture Week will be 
headlined by Dr. David H. C. Read 
of New York and Dr. Wayne E. Oates 
of Southern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary of Louisville. Dr. Read will 
open the lecture period with a sermon 
at 7:30 p. m. Jan. 23 and close the 


JHE CHURCH AY HOMIE 


week with a sermon at 11 a. m. Jan. 
27. Dr. Oates will present four morn- 
ing lectures on pastoral counseling. 
There will also be seminars on town 
and country church, media of com- 
munications and Christian relations. 





REPAY WITH SITTING 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — (PN)— 
Three years ago, when Hickory 
Grove Presbyterian Church on the 
outskirts of Charlotte was being or- 
ganized, members of the Hickory 
Grove Baptist church made contri- 
butions to help the young Presby- 
terian group get started. On a re- 
cent Thursday night the Baptists 
held their loyalty dinner to raise 
pledges to the church budget. Mem- 
bers of the Women of the Church 
in the Presbyterian congregation 
saw their chance to repay the favor 
and spent the evening baby-sitting 
for the Baptist families so all could 
attend the dinner. 











90TH ANNIVERSARY NOTED 
ATLANTA, Ga. — Rock Springs 
church here celebrated its 90th an- 
niversary with a week’s series of serv- 
ices featuring these speakers: T. O. 
Andrews, Synod of Georgia moderator; 
Dr. Bonneau Dickson, Atlanta Presby- 
tery secretary of Church Extension; 
Dr. J. Davison Philips, pastor of the 
Decatur church; Dr. Wallace Alston, 
president of Agnes Scott College; and 
Dr. Richard T. Gillespie, pastor of the 
Anderson, S. C., First Church. 


MONTREAT IS APPROVED 
BY ACCREDITING GROUPS 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. — (PN) — The 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools has accredited Mon- 
treat - Anderson College as a member 
of its Association. College President 
Dr. C. Grier Davis announced this 
fact following a meeting of the Asso- 
ciation here. 


The school was accredited by the 
North Carolina College Conference a 
month earlier. This move by the 
Southern Association completes long 
sought-after accreditation for the 
Presbyterian junior college operated 
by the U. S. General Assembly on the 
site of its conference center in Mon- 
treat, N. C. Once a senior girls’ col- 
lege the school has been a co-educa- 
tional junior college since September, 
1959. 





*099 REPORTS AVAILABLE 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Extra copies of 
the 1959 ANNUAL REPORTS OF AS- 
SEMBLY AGENCIES are available 
from the office of the General Assem- 
bly, 341 Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., 
Atlanta, for only 15 cents in stamps 
for postage. 





SPEAKS AT ARKANSAS 


BATESVILLE, Ark. — Dr. H. Louis 
Patrick, pastor of the Second Church, 
Kansas City, was principal speaker at 
the Arkansas College Religious Em- 
phasis Week. He spoke each evening 
at Batesville’s First Church, of which 
the Rev. Stephen Cook is pastor. 
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NEW PRESBYTERIES PLAN 


FIRST STATED MEETINGS 


JACKSON, Miss. — The initial stat- 
ed meeting of the new Middle Missis- 
sippi Presbytery is scheduled Jan. 19 
at Forest. Dr. O. M. Anderson of 
Ridgeland is the moderator, and Dr. 
W. A. Gamble of Jackson is the stated 
clerk. They were elected at a meeting 
called at Central church here by Syn- 
od’s commission to implement the re- 
organization. 


Appointed to meet with committees 
from other new Presbyteries to discuss 
names were Dr. J. Kelly Unger of 
Meridian and the Rev. B. I. Anderson 
of Jackson. 





COLUMBIA, Miss. — Mississippi’s 
new Southern Presbytery is scheduled 
to hold its first stated meeting Jan. 24 
at the First Church of Gulfport. The 
decision was made at an organizational 
session held at the Columbia church. 
Ruling Elder Al Brush of the Laurel 
First Church was elected moderator, 
and Ruling Elder Watson Woods of 
Ocean Springs was named stated clerk. 


The moderator appointed the Rev. 
Richard L. Summers of Gulfport and 
Ruling Elder Orrick Metcalfe of Nat- 
chez First to work with committees in 
the other two Presbyteries on de- 
termining appropriate names for the 
new Presbytery. Both are also mem- 
bers of the nominating committee, 
which will make its report at the Jan. 
24 meeting. 





BELHAVEN ALUMNAE CITED 


JACKSON, Miss. — Noted author 
Elizabeth Spencer heads the list of 
prominent Belhaven College alumnae 
who have been named to WHO’S 
WHO OF AMERICAN WOMEN. The 
1942 Belhaven graduate, who is Mrs. 
John Rusher of Lachine, P. Q., Can- 
ada, published her latest novel, THE 
LIGHT IN THE PIAZZA, this fall. 


Other alumnae of the college listed 
in the Marquis publication are: Mrs. 
John Turner of Jackson, the only 
woman who has ever been secretary 
of the Mississippi Senate and the first 
woman in America to publish a state 
highway magazine; Mrs. Marie Hull 
and Mrs. W. Q. Sharp of Jackson, 
artists; Mrs. Carr Black, Jackson civic 
leader; Mrs. James Baxter of Prentiss, 
department store manager and for- 
mer member of the state House of 
Representatives; Miss Ethel Gex, Bay 





St. Louis lawyer; and Mrs. W. F. 
Pfeiffer, civic leader in Alexandria, 
Va. 





JACKSON, Miss.—Belhaven College 
has named five seniors who will par- 
ticipate in its new honors program. 
They are: Glenda Walker Bates, Rox- 
ann Cox, Ann Harris Sweeney, all of 
Jackson; Aide Steele of Tutwiler and 
Marcia Huff of Forest. 


The college has also announced the 
names of four students who have been 
named to WHO’S WHO AMONG 
STUDENTS IN AMERICAN UNIVER- 
SITIES AND COLLEGES. They are: 
Glenda Walker Bates, Jackson; Ann 
Mangum, Waynesboro; Marcia Huff, 
Forest; and Tom Maynor, Mont- 
gomery, Ala. 





MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


KOREA — Dr. and Mrs. David Seel 
were scheduled to return to Chunju 
from the United States in December. 


BRAZIL — Mr. and Mrs. Jule C. 
Spach of the North Brazil Mission 
were to arrive in the States for a fur- 
lough in Durham, N. C., before Christ- 
mas. 


MEXICO — In Moscow, Idaho, af- 
ter Jan. 1 for their furlough will be 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale B. Douglas of the 
Morelia station. 


BRAZIL — Scheduled to sail in 
December after furloughs were the 
Rev. and Mrs. John Boyle of the East 
Brazil Mission and the Rev. and Mrs. 
Arthur Lindsay of the North Brazil 
Mission. 


BRAZIL — Booked to return to 
their East Brazil stations in January 
after furloughs are: Mr. and Mrs. J. 
H. Wheelock, Miss Margaret Carna- 
han and Miss Edith Foster. 


BRAZIL — Mr. and Mrs. David J. 
Hopkins are in St. Joseph, Mo., for 
their furlough. 





TO DISCUSS AGING 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Gordon A. Han- 
son, secretary of the Board of Church 
Extension’s Division of Homes and 
Christian Welfare, and Miss Evelyn 
Green, executive secretary of the 
Board of Women’s Work, will repre- 
sent the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
at the Jan. 9-12 White House Confer- 
ence on Aging in Washington. Of the 
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2,800 delegates, 695 will be from na- 
tional non-profit organizations. 





CONGO CHAOS—from p. 11 


movements were attacked from all 
angles and even the hurried defense 
of beleaguered women and children was 
held up to the world as “criminal in- 
tervention.” 


In our judgment the Belgians have 
been both misunderstood and unfairly 
treated. Furthermore, down to the 
present moment the United Nations 
venture into the Congo has added to 
the problem because of segmented loy- 
alties of the occupation troops, some 
openly working to further the cause 
of world Communism. 


Whether the Congo will develop a 
government which can govern may well 
depend on whether the United Nations 
reverses its field and calls on Belgium 
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in lives 
and your 
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will live 
Consider Christian Education 


6 Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 


A Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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of 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
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Dr. Joun A. REDHEAD, Jr. 
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Greensboro, North Carolina 


Jan. 1 “HOW CAN I MAKE 
FRIENDS OF 
MY HABITS?” 

Jan. 8 “HOW CAN I LEARN 
TO READ 
THE BIBLE?” 


Write for copies of messages to 
the radio station over which they 
are heard, or to 
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to share in restoring order and in lead- 
ing in the gradual education and train- 
ing of a now totally unprepared people 
— a position which is rightfully Bel- 
gium’s. 


Politically speaking, at the moment 
the Congo needs to be made safe from 
democracy. 


But while the world looks at the 
political chaos in the Congo what ef- 
fect is this having on the Church, the 
Congolese Christians and on Christian 
Missions? 


The reports this writer has noted 
would indicate that in some areas God 
is using the wrath of man to praise 
Him, for some Congolese Christian 
leaders are showing a capacity for 
assuming responsibility which is very 
encouraging. At the same time there 
are soft spots of deterioration, con- 
fusion, and personal greed and misun- 
derstanding of the meaning of “free- 
dom” which is depressing. 


We who sit safely on the side lines 
should daily pray for the Congolese 
Christians and Church, and for our 
missionaries (many now living as di- 
vided families), that out of all this 
chaos God will develop a Church strong 
in Him in every sense of the word. 


While all people may not be ready 
for democracy, Christianity has al- 
ways found its niche in the hearts of 
men regardless of the outward cir- 
cumstances in which they may find 
themselves. And Christ now lives in 
the Congo in the hearts of many of 
His own. 

—L. N. B. 





LAYMAN—from p. 1] 


Lacking moral and spiritual courage 
we have continued to watch while the 
openly boasted plans of communist 
leaders have materialized before our 
eyes. 


For a while there was disagreement 
between Moscow and Peking as to the 
best method of overcoming the free 
world. From all indications Russia 
has now convinced Red China that war 
is not necessary — that we will erode, 
weaken, compromise, rot and fall with- 
in their orbit, not through military 
force from without but by moral and 
spiritual erosion from within. 


And there is every evidence that 
this communist reasoning is tragically 
accurate. Like over-ripened fruit the 
drop may be near. 


Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ABRAHAM, ISAAC AND JACOB 
3. Lot in Trouble 


DO YOU KNOW—tThe reason for Lot’s trouble? 

LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis 13:1 2-13. 

WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about Lot’s choice? Lot 
chose to live near evil people. 

THING TO REMEMBER: When we follow Christ, He will 
help us to make the right choices. II Thessalonians 3:3. 


LOT IS TAKEN PRISONER 


Genesis 14:10-14. An enemy “took __ __ __ the _. __ _. __ __ 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, and __ __ __ their victuals.” 


(Connect the part that belong together) 


An escaped soldier told had been captured. 
Abram heard that Lot Dan to rescue Lot. 
Abram armed his Abram of the battle. 


Abram went into 318 trained servants. 
ABRAM RESCUES LOT 


Genesis 14:15, 16. Abram risked his own life to save __ __ _. 
sci nies lib sag nad tats his army against the enemy and 
attacked them by —. _. __ —_ —. He brought back all the 
aatste sniats climate , and also brought again __ __ __, and his 
(that is, everything he had), and the 
aaeitinitieniaitaee deen gent CO ee! ll 


Sodom. 


Genesis 





14:17-24. Abram met 


Melchizedek the king of 


(Put T on the line for True and F for False statements. ) 
___.. The king told Abram to take the prisoners (persons). 
__. The king told Abram to take all the goods. 

____ Abram refused even a thread or a “shoelatchet.”’ 
__ Abram said, “I! will take all that is thine.” 
___. Abram accepted the food his men had eaten. 


¢$ ££ + $F H 


SATAN IS OUR ENEMY 

Read | Peter 5:8; II Timothy 2:26. 

Our enemy, or adversary, is the _. _. __ __ __ , who is like a 
roaring __ __ __ __ trying to capture us. When we choose to 
do evil intead of good, we fall into Satan’s snare. Only Christ 
can set us free from the snare of the devil. 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 
Who were the twelve apostles of Christ? Look up Matthew 
10: 2-4. 


(Adapted from “Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,” Copyright 
1958, by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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COMMUNITY, STATE AND 
CHURCH — Three essays by Karl 
Barth — with an introduction by Will 
Herberg. Anchor Books, Doubleday 
& Co., Garden City, New York. 193 
pp. 95 cents. 


The Three Essays of Karl Barth 
comprising this book all deal with so- 
cial questions. 


In a long foreword Will Herberg, 
among other things, relates Barth’s 
views on social and political problems 
to his basic theological convictions. It 
was only gradually that Barth attained 
to a completely self-conscious Christo- 
logical approach in his theology. 


Similarly it is not till he wrote his 
“dear Christian brethren in Great 
Britain” in 1941 that he “urges his 
Christological foundation for political 
action.” A “large-scale police meas- 
ure” against Hitler has become “abso- 
lutely necessary” “for Christ’s sake.” 
On the basis of the resurrection of 
Christ we know “that the world in 
which we live is already consecrated.” 


Herberg gives these quotations from 
Barth because he is convinced that in 
his war-time writings “Barth is to be 
seen at his best as a Christian inter- 
preter of the great historical crises of 
our time.” 


But what has happened to Barth in 
recent times, asks Herberg. Discus- 
sing Barth’s attitude toward Commu- 
nist tyranny Herberg says: “In a word, 
the man who once aroused the Church 
to action now urges it to turn away 
from political involvement and remain 
indifferent to political actualities.” 


Barth gives an explanation of his 
seeming change of approach. His 
change, argues Barth, is only a seeming 
change. The Church should never act 
according to “principles.” It must 
judge spiritually and by individual 
cases. Says Barth of the Church: “If 
yesterday it travelled along one path, 
it is not bound to keep to the same 
truth today.” 


Herberg suggests that Barth “ought 
to ask himself whether he is being 
true to his own best insights developed 
in those Hitler years.” 


But why will not Herberg take his 
change of attitude at face value? 





Barth tells us that his Christological 
approach to both church and state is 
not based on principles. It is in terms 
of his Christological approach that 
Barth opposes every form of direct 
revelation and of any form of pro- 
grammatic action. His Christ, as 
wholly revealed, must always be 
wholly hidden. It was because the 
“wholly hidden character of Christ 
and his work was threatened by the 
Fuhrer that Barth opposed him. And 
it is because the wholly hidden char- 
acter of Christ would again be jeopard- 
ized if the church now took sides in 
the political situation that Barth ad- 
vises her at the present to “stand 
quietly aloof.” 


The basic point is that Barth’s 
Christological “principle” requires him 
to reject every form of given revela- 
tion. Barth is always against every 
form of ascertainable revelation of 
God through Christ in history. For 
the rest he is free, on his “principle,” 
to have no principle of right or wrong 
in politics, in sociology or in theology. 


—Cornelius Van Til, Ph.D. 
Philadelphia, Penna. 





STAMMERER’S TONGUE, by David 


Head. 
York. 


The Macmillan Company, New 
106 pp. $2.50. 


This book is a sequel to HE SENT 
LEANNESS by the same author. To 
appreciate it fully one should have 
read its predecessor which is “a book 
of prayers for the natural man.” With 
tongue in cheek, the first volume deals 
with those selfish, self-centered, arro- 
gant wishes of the “natural man” — 
and many Christians will see them- 
selves portrayed in these prayers. 


STAMMERER’S TONGUE is a “book 


of prayers for the infant Christian.” 
According to the author, who is an 
English Methodist minister, “That first 
little book contained prayers for the 
‘natural man,’ who is the ‘old man’ in 
all of us. It set out to show how the 
natural man prays, and attempts to 
put into words the things he actually 
wants ... This book follows the same 
pattern, but between the two publi- 
cations the natural man has got con- 
verted. It does happen! He is now 
learning how to pray and what to 
pray.” 


With humorous undercurrents flow- 
ing throughout this book, there is much 
food for thought and discussion. The 
prayers reflect many of the problems, 
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questions, and thoughts that Christians 
have. The delightful manner in which 
the prayers are written make this a 
book that one wants to share with oth- 
ers. For example, the infant Chris- 
tian prays: “Lord, I am not sure 
what this Second Coming is all about, 
and it sounds a bit terrifying; but as 
long as it is You who are coming, I 
don’t mind.” Again he prays, “When, 
oh, when will the choir live in har- 
mony together?” And then in a more 
serious vein, he prays, “Lord, I pray 
for the Church — Thy Church — that 
wonderful and sacred mystery, which 
is Thy visible Body on earth. I am 
perplexed by a Church that seems to 
draw on invisible springs for its vi- 
tality and renewal, yet cannot exist 
without councils, collections, and care- 
takers. I have been so busy with a 
round of Church activities. Now I 
feel the need to think out again. Help 
me to do my thinking in Thy Presence, 
otherwise I am bound to go far 
astray.” 


In addition to prayers and quota- 
tions from Scripture, there are sections 
devoted to conversion and Christian 
growth, questions for discussion, and 
notes and Biblical references. How- 
ever, the greatest value of STAM- 
MERER’S TONGUE seems to be that 
it is pleasant reading that may make us 
more conscious of our attitude of 
prayer. 


—Miss Virginia Langston 
Baton Rouge, La. 
1961 
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MINISTERS 


John C. Neville, Jr., from Alex- 
andria, La., to the First Church, 
Prattville, Ala., effective Feb. 1. 
Chilton F. Thorington, from Selma, 
Ala., to the Northwest church, At- 
lanta, Ga. 


George A. Chauncey, of the Depart- 
ment of Evangelism, has accepted 
a call from the Danville, Ky., 
church. 


T. A. Guiton, from Parkton, N. C., 
to Rockingham, N. C. 

F. W. Langham, from Dallas, Tex., 
to the American Bible Society, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

Walter H. Goodman, from Beaula- 
ville, N. C., to Greensboro, N. C. 
William R. Jones, from Kingsport, 
Tenn., to the First Church, Middles- 
boro, Ky. 

Thomas E. Cook, from Cleburne, 
Tex., to Waco, Tex., 3400 Hillcrest. 
C. Groshon Gunn, reported here 
Nov. 30, is Chapel Minister of the 
First Church, Waynesboro, Va., 
serving the Glen Kirk and Orchard 
Hill chapels. 

Edward B. Whitson, from Winns- 
boro, S. C., to the Andrews, N. C. 
church. 





LETTERS 


NON-DENOMINATIONAL 
YOUTH MOVEMENTS 


I want to say a word about the non- 
denominational youth movements... 
Without doing violence to any of the 
tenets of my faith or loyalty to my de- 
nomination I can honestly say that 
I know that at least two of the groups 
that have been called into question are 
doing a fine work. 


A number of people I know have 
been connected with the Word of Life 
program and I have found them to be 
fine, Christian people. Recently I had 
the opportunity to attend a rally at 
which Jack Wyrtzsen himself spoke. 
The program was geared to the young 
people and certainly was not as “staid”’ 
as many Presbyterian programs would 
have been. Especially the young peo- 


ple heard that they must first KNOW 
the love of God in Christ Jesus and 
His plan for their salvation, then 
GROW in the Word of God, and final- 
ly SHOW this in their lives to others. 
His final appeal for dedications was 
not especially dramatic and did not 
“force” the issue. 


Within the past two years I have 
been privileged to be a part of a week- 
end retreat with the Inter-Varsity peo- 
ple. Never have I seen such glowing 
Christian personalities or have had 
such deep and satisfying experiences. 
And yet it, too, was a deep, quiet sort 
of thing . . . not a show or an intense- 
ly emotional thing . . . I have known 
a number of young people brought up 
in the churches who had to go away 
to college and meet Inter-Varsity be- 
fore they knew what it meant to be 
redeemed. 


In my opinion, all this boils down to 
the fact that the Church (churches) is 
not doing the job cut out for it. If 
the Church isn’t meeting the challenge, 
we should not complain when someone 
helps us meet it. I have long suspect- 
ed that the Church is being sidetracked 
from its primary mission. I think Mrs. 
Earls’ letter (Nov. 16) hit the nail on 
the head: the Church has become lost 
in organization and program, often 
without the power of the Holy Spirit. 


—Mrs. Charles Denzau 
Cranford, N. J. 


FROM BIBLE WINNERS 


That lovely Bible came in today’s 
mail. It is so much nicer than I ex- 
pected ! ... Memorizing the Shorter 
Catechism has been a big reward in 
itself .. . I’ve been teaching an older 
adult class of women and I find occa- 
sion in almost every lesson to quote 
from the Catechism . . . The Journal 
is a source of inspiration each week. 
May it keep on growing in spiritual 
power. 


—Miss Stella V. Sparrow 
Mt. Mourne, N. C. 





I want to thank you for the lovely 
Bible sent me for reciting the Shorter 
Catechism . . . I was inspired to mem- 
orize the Catechism by my Sunday 
School teacher, Mrs. M. L. Sauls, to 
whom I will always be grateful. 


—Kay Ridgill 
Manning, S. C. 





There is no such thing as a no-talent 
man. All have at least one. 





EXTRA COPIES of this issue 
available for 10 cents each or $1 
Order from the business 
office, Weaverville, N. C. 


per dozen. 











follow. 


for $2 per family. 


N. C. 





YEAR-END PROBLEM? 


Are you looking for a good place to invest a con- 
tribution before Dec. 31? Maybe you're trying to find 
a really-worthwhile purpose for that last check of 1960. 


May we make a suggestion? Consider an investment 
on behalf of your congregation that will pay divi- 
dends throughout 1961 and even in the years to 


Consider putting The Presbyterian Journal into every 
home of your congregation next year. You can do it 


By establishing the Journal’s Every Family Plan in 
your congregation you will not only extend the min- 
istry of this paper, but you will also find that an 
investment has been made in the lives of your fellow 
church members. Additional information, if needed, 
is available from the business office, Weaverville, 
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